The Medieval Student

faces S. Hugh, with the wild swan of Stowe nestling
to him as was his wont, with its neck buried in the
folds of his sleeve. This statue is on the eastern
buttress at the N.E. angle, and on the eastern face of
the same buttress is an equally noble statue of Edward
the Confessor. On the S.E. angle stands, it may be,
the murdered Becket, and among the other figures
Edmund Rich may perhaps be counted.

The chancel and nave are, it will be seen, splendid
examples of late perpendicular. The chancel, in fact,
began to be rebuilt in 1462 and the nave 1487-1498.
For the church " was so ruinated in Henry VII.
reign that it could scarce stand/' and though it was
and is really a parish church, yet so closely was it
bound up with the life and procedure of the University
that the University at length took measures to collect
money for its repair.

They begged, after the approved manner of the
great church-builders of the Middle Ages, from the
archbishop downwards, and their begging was so
successful that they built the nave, as we now have
it, and the chancel. In order to secure an appearance
of uniformity, the architect unfortunately altered Adam
de Brome's chapel, encasing the outer walls in the
new style, and inserting larger windows. Not con-
tent with this, he likewise converted the old House
of Congregation by substituting a row of large for
two rows of small windows, giving thereby a false
impression from the outside, as if the upper and lower
stories were one.

The University had no right to the use of S.
Mary's. The church was merely borrowed for ser-
mons and meetings of Congregation^ just as S. Peter
in the East was borrowed for English sermons and S.
Mildred's for meetings of the Faculty of Arts. For
the University in its infancy had little or no property
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